
Hamptonne Thatching - 2021 

There’s lots happening at Hamptonne! 

The thatch on Hamptonne & Langlois Houses are in 
urgent need of replacement. This traditional craft 
helps protect houses for years to come.  

For your safety, some parts of Hamptonne won’t be 
accessible whilst the thatchers are at work, but you 
can still explore the orchard, playground, garden 
and meadow. 

What is Thatching? 
Thatching methods have traditionally been passed down 
from generation to generation. 

The craft consists of building a roof with dry vegetation 
such as straw, water reed, sedge, rushes, heather, 
or palm branches. These materials have been used for 
centuries as a way of shedding water away from the inner 
roof. Since the bulk of the vegetation stays dry and is 
densely packed—trapping air—thatching also functions 
as insulation. 

Thatch is a versatile material when it comes to covering 
irregular roof structures. This fact lends itself to the use of 
second-hand, recycled and natural materials that are not 
only more sustainable, but need not fit exact standard 
dimensions to perform well. 

A Brief History 
Jersey, Guernsey, Sark and Alderney, the four main Channel Islands, share a common 
thatching heritage amongst themselves and with their French neighbours, especially those in 
Brittany. But the four Islands thatching also has links to mainland Britain.  
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During the mid to late Middle Ages (late 15th to early 16th centuries), Europe recovered from the 
Black Plague, and England and France recovered from the Hundred Years War. A time of 
peace and prosperity resulted. This is when thatch reached some of its highest refinement.   

In more recent times, the introduction of the combine harvester along with the short-stemmed 
wheat varieties significantly impacted the availability of quality thatching materials (varieties of 
wheat from medieval England were said to have grown 6ft tall). The introduction of nitrogen 
fertilisers also reduced straw’s longevity. In the UK it is illegal under the Plant Variety and Seeds 
Act of 1964 to plant older varieties of wheat. These factors all contributed to a massive decline in 
thatch until the late 20th century when thatch began to increase again. 

The Process 

First, the thatch is tied in bundles, then laid in an under-layer on the roof beams and pegged in 
place with rods made of hazel or withy. An upper layer is then laid over the first and a final 
reinforcing layer added along the ridgeline. Traditionally it is at the ridgeline that the individual 
thatcher leaves his personal "signature”, a decorative feature of some kind that marks the job as 
his alone. 

Good thatch does not require frequent maintenance. In England a ridge normally lasts 8–14 
years, and re-ridging is required several times during the lifespan of a thatch. Did you know that 
Hamptonne’s last thatch was changed in the early 1990’s? Therefore the thatch that is being 
replaced now has been in place for approximately 30 years. 




